THE INCAKS AKD PKE-IISTCAKS           289
that they were of such superior intellect, ali indicate
that they were of a distinct race from the inhabitants
of the country, perhaps survivors of the pre-Incas or
the Tiahuanacans. We must accept this theory or
else believe that they were inspired and possessed
some of the divine attributes accredited them in the
legendary lore of the Incans, for there appears to
have been no slow and gradual development or evo-
lution of culture following their appearance. Rather,
It was an abrupt and entirely revolutionary order of
things, exactly as though the laws, customs, arts,
sciences, industries and social organization of the new
regime had been brought, ready-made and fully de-
veloped, from another sphere or unknown land.
Very rapidly the empire was extended. Cuzco be-
came a great and populous city. Magnificent tem-
ples were built, stupendous engineering feats were
carried out; millions of acres of arid desert lands were
brought under cultivation by means of immense irri-
gation systems, and rich cities were established in
many places. Although the industries, arts and
other features of the new civilization were influenced
by or copied from those of the pre-Incas, there was
practically nothing in common with the civilization
of these earlier people, any more than our own civ-
ilization has any direct connection with that of the
Egyptians or the Chinese, even though we borrow
and use Egyptian and Chinese motifs for many pur-
poses. From- the small beginning near the shores of
Lake Titicaca, the Incan power spread north, south,
east, and west; but it was not until the accession of
Huayna-Kapac, the eleventh Inca, that the empire
reached the zenith of its power* extent and wealth.